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Good students vs. Good researchers

The Good Student The Good Researcher

gives the right answers, makes claims which at first may be incorrect,
doesn’'t make incorrect claims  improves the claims over and over
until he/she finds an interesting theorem
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The Good Researcher

makes claims which at first may be incorrect,
improves the claims over and over
until he/she finds an interesting theorem
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Good students vs. Good researchers

The Good Student The Good Researcher
gives the right answers, makes claims which at first may be incorrect,
doesn’t make incorrect claims improves the claims over and over

until he/she finds an interesting theorem

doesn’t give incomplete answers  values partial answers
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The Good Student

gives the right answers,
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either true or false
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The Good Researcher

makes claims which at first may be incorrect,
improves the claims over and over

until he/she finds an interesting theorem

values partial answers

engages in hard problems that may take
years/decades to solve

collaborates/exchanges with other researchers

disseminates his/her work to other researchers

knows that there are statements which are
neither provably true nor provably false
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gives the right answers,
doesn’t make incorrect claims

doesn’t give incomplete answers
finds the right answer fast
doesn't look at the work of
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doesn’t pass his/her work to
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knows that every statement is
either true or false
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The Good Researcher

makes claims which at first may be incorrect,
improves the claims over and over

until he/she finds an interesting theorem

values partial answers

engages in hard problems that may take
years/decades to solve

collaborates/exchanges with other researchers
disseminates his/her work to other researchers
knows that there are statements which are

neither provably true nor provably false

his/her merits are not necessarily rewarded
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